Article for ISA News and Views

Jack,

Your publication is an invaluable resource for members, and particularly for “active” members and leaders. Please, keep that way.

I would like to express my concern about standards making process, an issue, which is frequently raised in the ISA discussions.

What I will say would have a very different impact if said by an American citizen. I am French… Sorry, I am a European citizen. 

I wok in SP88 and SP95 since about 2 years; I enjoy working in these committees. As a consultant, I do not have any particular interest fuelling my involvement in these committees apart increasing and sharing my knowledge with outstanding experts. I am interesting in helping practitioners doing a better, easier job, and possibly selling my expertise to help them to use what we are designing.

I really do not feel any political “back-minded” behaviour form all participants. Everyone work in the spirit of the first ISA statements “…”

ISA makes standards for ANSI, which appear to be US body validating US standards. I was granted “Voting member” of the SP95 committee: I do not know if that is OK for all American citizens, but I have a voting right to issue an American standard (and I am very proud of that).

It is fashionable in Europe to criticize the “American way of life”, opposing uncultured cowboys using guns or money to climb the social ladder, to sophisticated democratic rules to govern the citizens’ life. I try to escape such shorten to define people. I think that any social system as pros and cons. 

However, as far as standardization is concerned, I can exactly judge the difference.

Two years ago, Lynn Craig, SP88 chairman, invited me to attend an IEC meeting in London, to work on ISA88.00.02 internationalisation. He used a very smooth and careful approach to permit such an intrusion within the “international” standard process making system. He then advised me to contact the French body to become a member of the IEC SC65A WG11 committee. I appear to be the only French SP88 member, and France did not submit anyone to participate in the IEC committee. I thought it would be a simple administrative paperwork matter at worse.

Not at all! UTE (Union Technique de l’Electricite) is the IEC French correspondent. After many requests and a strong support from Lynn, UTE denied my request, telling me: you could ask to subscribe (spending a lot of money) to be a member of UTE. However, your request will not be honoured, because other “influent” members (paying a lot of money to UTE) will not accept you. As a “Freelance”, you are not welcomed in standardisation.

One month ago, the IS0 TC184 SC5 French mirror group held a meeting about ISA 95 and ISA 88. The ISA 95 standard is probably more known in France than anywhere in the world (except USA???) because I have done all my best for that. The chairman of this group desperately looked for someone to present the standard. She knew my role in SP95, but she wished somebody else “from a big, representative company”. She ended at Siemens, and I had to prepare the presentation for the guy who only just read it to the group.

It looks there is no solution for me to participate in the French standard making process.

Democracy should allow people to express themselves, at least even if nobody listens to them. Democracy allows people to get information: the Internet is suppressing any ambiguities about that.

